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Development of a checklist for witnesses to cope with cyber bullying
Masayuki KUROKAWA (Faculty of Education, Aichi University of Education)

This study aimed to develop a checklist for witnesses to cope with cyber bullying. In the first phase
of the study, 80 elementary school teachers and 94 junior high school teachers responded to a
questionnaire. Participants were asked to rank the coping behavior of witnesses to cyber bullying
according to the five-grade evaluation system. Teachers rated defender of the victim highest,
followed in descending order by bystander, reinforcer of the bully, and assistant of the bully. In
addition, teachers rated help-seeking behavior the highest for defender of the victim. In phase two,
participants were 424 fifth- and sixth-year elementary school students and 1,092 first- and
second-year junior high school students. The students also rated defender of the victim the highest;
however, they rated warning the bully as highest for defender of the victim. A comparison of teacher
and student ratings highlighted a range of significantly different perspectives about how witnesses
should cope with cyber bullying. Junior high school students' ratings differed more significantly
from teachers’ ratings than those of elementary school students. On the basis of these findings,

individual checklists were developed for elementary and junior high school students.

Keywords : cyber bullying, witnesses, teachers, students
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